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Devizes arms

having an important corn market.
Agricultural implements are made;
bacon, brewing, snuff, and tobacco
provide other in-
dustries. For
about four cen-
turies before 17 50
it was a centre
of cloth manu-
facture. The
chief building is
the church of S.
John, a beau-
tiful cruciform building, with fine
Norman chancel-arch and a mass-
ive tower. There are a market cross,
presented by Henry Addington (Vi s-
count Sidmouth) when M.P.,
some old wooden houses, and the
museum of the Wiltshire archaeo-
logical society, which contains
prehistoric objects from barrows
in the county.

Devizes is supposed to mean on
the borders (Lat. ad divisas), and
it originated when Osmund, bishop
of Salisbury, built a castle here
about 1082. Bishop Roger in 1132
replaced it by a stone one which
Leland says was the strongest
castle in Europe. This was de-
stroyed by Cromwell. Devizes be-
came a chartered town in the 12th
century, and from 1295 to 1867
sent two members to parliament.
It is governed by a mayor and
council, and gives its name to a co.
constituency. Market day, Thurs.
Pop. (1951) 7,892.

Devlin, JOSEPH (1872-1934).
Irish politician. He was born in
Belfast, where he was educated.
He was Nationalist M.P. for Kil-
kenny, 1902-06, and for W. Bel-
fast, 1906-22. As general sec-
retary of the United Irish League
and president of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians, he was a force
among Irish Nationalists. He sat
in the parliament of N. Ireland for
co. Antrim, W. Belfast. 1929, and
Central Belfast, 1933. He died
Jan. 18, 1934.

Devolution (Lat. d&volvere, to
roll down). Act of handing over
something to another person. In
politics it is used for a particularised
kind of home rule, federal devolu-
tion, as it is called. In 1904 a
scheme of devolution for Ireland
was discussed without result.

The word was much to the fore
in British politics immediately
after the First Great War, when a
demand was put forward for fed-
eral devolution, i.e. separate legis-
latures for England, Scotland, and
Wales. Two schemes were dis-
cussed at a parliamentary confer-
ence, 1919, but no action taken.

The word is also used for the de-
scent of kingdoms or property

which devolve by law upon some
person. The war between France
and the Dutch republic in 1667-
68 is known as the War of Devolu-
tion, because it arose out of a dis-
pute as to how certain lands
devolved.

Devon OR DEVONSHIRE. South-
western maritime co. of England.
It lies between the Bristol and the
English Channels, its area being
2,611J sq. m. It is third only to
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire in
size among the counties of Eng-
land. It contains an extensive
moorland in Dartmoor, and also
fertile regions with a climate

Devizes.   Market place in this busy agricultural centre
of Wiltshire

remarkably mild and a vegeta-
tion unusually rich. Most of the
county is hilly and the coast-line
is irregular. It is dotted with
places visited for health and pleas-

ure, such as Seaton, Sidmouth,
Exmouth, Teignmouth, Torquay,
Paignton, in the S., and Lyn-
mouth, Ilfracombe, Westward Ho!,
Clovelly, in the N. From Hart-
land Point fine coastal views are
obtained. The county includes
Lundy Island.

The chief rivers of Devon are
the Tamar. on the Cornish boun-
dary, the Exe, Teign, Dart, and
Tavy, all flowing through lovely
valleys, and the Taw and Tor-
ridge, falling into the Bristol
Channel. Most of them rise on
Dartmoor, whereon are the highest
points in the county (High Will-
hays, 2,039 ft.).
Red earth is
characteristic of
the S. part of the
co. The county is
mainly pastoral,
but minerals are
found, including
china and ball
clay, limestone,
and granite. The
fishing industry,
though less sig-
nificant than it
was, remains im-
portant at Brix-
ham and Ply-
mouth. The coun-
ty cider, cream,

and cattle are celebrated. Chief
towns are Exeter, the co. town;
Plymouth, which includes Devon-
port, the largest; Torquay, Paign-
ton, Exmouth, Newton Abbot.

Devon.    Map of the West of England county whose cider, cream, and cattle
are known the world over